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between their functions; Poynings had the inferior rank of
Deputy. His government marks an era in Irish history,
though it was brief, transitory, and with few immediate eifects.
A Parliament was convened at Drogheda, in the beginning of
1495 ; a long series of laws was passed, designed to curtail the
power of the great nobles, to provide for the- defence of the
Pale against Celtic tribes, and to extend the influence of
English Law, and of the Tudor Monarchy. An opportunity
was found to attaint Kildare and some of his kinsmen; the
Earl, after a show of fruitless resistance, was made prisoner
and sent off to the Tower. At the same time, an attempt was
made to check the waste and rapine of coyne and livery, by sub-
stituting a kind of local tax, and to put an end to the excesse&of
feudal lawlessness. The dominant Anglo-Norman Lords of the
Pale were forbidden to make war, or to "propose ordinances,"
without the consent of the Executive Government ; they were
not to assemble their levies of armed retainers ; their rude
war-cries were to be heard no more; their

wasgreatly reduced; they were not to oppress the inferior
Baronage^ and their vassals and dependents of English blood.
Precautions, too, were taken for the defence of the Pale ; the
ditch was to be repaired and manned ; the feudal militia was
to guard the marches ; the practice of the long bow, beginning
to die out, was to be restored and vigorously maintained ; and
the usages of the Irishry were not to exist in the Pale,
especially the -eric, or the fine of blood, murder being made
subject to all the results of treason.   The statute of Kilkenny,
besides, was revised and confirmed, as had often been the
case in the preceding century. This famous law was enacted in
iggjg, under the Viceroyalty of Lionel Duke of Clarence, and
formed a code of peculiar stringency, intended to keep the
Englishry and the Irishry completely apart.    It  treated the
Pale as a separate region, continually exposed to the attacks
of enemies, and always to be kept in a state of defence ; it